25¢ CONGRESS,
2d Session.

7 50.

Feeruary 19, 1835.

Read twice, and committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. -

Mr. King, from the Committee for the District of Coldmbia, re-

ported the following bill:

A BILL

For the suppression of lotteries and the sale of lottery tickets in
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’]')OSB, or Oﬂ any pretence whatsoever. ‘-

the District of Columbia.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress asseMbled, That
so much of the act incorporating Géorgetofm, so much of tﬁé

act incorporating the city of Washington, so much of the act

incorporating the city of Alexandria, and so much of any act

or acts amendatory of the said several acts of incorp’or}uion,
or either or any of them, as authorizes the cox‘pbratidn of
Georgetown, the corporation of Washington, or the corpora-
tion of Alexandria, or either or any of them, to draw, or to

#

authorize the drawing of any lottery or lotteries, with the ap-

: pmbation of the President of the United States, is ‘her‘eby re-

pealed ; and hereafter it shall not be lawful for the said cor-

p’oi‘atio’ns, or cither of them, to draw or authorize the ’drawi‘ng’

of any lottery wnthm the Dlstnct of Cnlumbla, for any pm'-

SEL. 2. And I)e zt _further 7enactcd 'lhat 1t shall not bc :

lawful for any pu‘son or persons, bodxes polmc or corpox'ate, '

5
g



-2

within the District of Columbia, to draw or prop'ose to the

. public any lottery, or scheme of a lottery, for the disposal of

‘money or. property of any kin,d,-ox‘ other valuable thing, under

the penalty of not less than vne thousand, nor more than ten
thousand dollars.

Sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted; That it shall notbe law-
fal, hereafter, for any person to sell, negotiate, or otherwise
dispose of, within the District of Columbia, any ticket in any

lottery, or to sell, negotiate, or otherwise dispose of, within

- said District, any share, part, chance for, portion of] or inte-

rest in, any such ticket or tickets, part or share of a ticket,

‘or any package or packages of tickets, or interest therein ;

and it shall not be lawful for any person as factor, agent,
broker, or attorney, for or in behalf of any other person or

persons, to aid, assist, order, direct, superintend,.pr have any

,agency k\whatever in pmcurmg, sellmg, negotiating, or dispos-

“ing of in said. Ihstrlct, any such ‘ticket, or any share, part, or
- portion of, or interest in, any such ticket, or package of tick-

ets, or for any person to sell, or offer to sell, in any way what-

ever, or to barter, exchange, or otherwise dispose of, or attempt

4orloﬁ‘er to barter, ex‘change, or otherwise dispose of, within

: rectly 3 and if any person shall offend in elther or any. of the
partmulars aforesald such person, on conthmn thereof' shall

N be‘. ﬁned not less than ﬁfty dollars, nor exceedmg Onﬁ thousand




22

- 23

24
25

26

10

11

3

“dollars and upon the non-payment of the fine, or in case of

inability to pay the same, such person may be sentericed by

the court to imprisonment not. exqéeding one ddy fo}x»': every
two dollars of the fine imposed, and the sentenee of the court
may be in the alternative, that the person do pay >sueh fine,
or, on failure, do snffer such imprisonment.

Sec. 4. Jdnd be it fuviher enacted, 'That it shﬁll not bé
lawful for any person in this District to have-in posses-
sion any ticket or tickets, share or shares of a ticket or tick-
ets, in any lottery, or any certificate of - interest-therein; with
intent to sell, barter, exchange, negotiate, or otherwise dispose

of the same, within: the said District, or to have iii possession

any scheme, plan, or class of any lottery, with intent te circu-
late or distribute the same within the said District;: and

_every person offending in either particular, on conviction,

may be fined not less than fifty dellars, nor exceeding five

"hundred dollars.

- Sec. 5. Jnd be it further enacted, "That if any person

or per's‘tin'é"éﬁall*éxhibitJahy*sigti;symbbl; or other e tﬁﬁlémati-

- cal re‘pi'eSEntation of a lottery, or the drawing of a lottery, or

“in any way indicating where lottery tickets may— be purchasgd

or received, or shall in any such manner, or in 3 ‘my other man-

~ ner, invite or entlee others to purehase or recelve Iottei'y tlck-

wets, such’ person s0 oﬁ'endmg, {m conthmn thereof shall be

suBJect to a fine not less than ﬁfty dollars, nor more than ﬁve

hundred dollars.
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‘ ;i&,any other person or. persons mth or w1thout consmeratwn,

1’4‘V,;fkupon any event or contmgency dependent on the drawmg of
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8ec. 6. JAnd be it further enacted, That no person shall

open, set up, exercise, or keep, by himself, or by anmy other
_ persen or persons; any. office.or other place for registering the
numbers of any. ticket in any lottery, or for keepihg, exhibit-

- ing, examining, or otherwise publishing or com municating the

contents. of any official prize list, or the drawing of any lot-
tery ; nor shall any person, by printing, writing, or otherwise,

publish the, setting . up, opening, or using of any such oftice,

~or other place ; nor shall any person insure for or against the

drawing of any lottery.
SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That no person shall

insure, or receive any consideration for insuring, for or against

the drawing of any ticket or tickets, in any lottery whatever ;

. nor shall any person receive any money or goods, or thing in

-

- action, in consideration of any agrecment to repay any sum or

o sums, or to. deliver the same, or any other goods or thing in

- actton, if any. tlcket or tickets in any lottery whatever shall:
~ prove fortunate or unfortunate, or shall he drawn, or not
~drawn, on any particular day, or in any particular order, or
g otherwxse howsouer, nor shall any person promlse or agree

to pay any sum. of money, or to dehver any g oods or thing in

,actmn, or to do or forbeax to do any thmg for thc beneﬁt of

. any. tlcket or uckets, or the number or numbers of‘ any txckex \
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_or tickets, in any lottery whatever ; nor shall any person pub-

lish any notice or proposal for any of the purposes aforesaid.

Sec. 8. Jnd be it further enacted, That whoever shall
offend aga\linstkany provision of either of the two precedin/g
secti/ons,v-on'conviction th‘ereof,‘ shall be liable to a fine, no’t

exceeding one thousand dollars, or to imprisonment; not ex-

- ceeding one year.

Sec. 9. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall not be
necessary, on the trial of any suit, action, prosecution, or in-

formation, under any section thereof, to prove the existence of

~ any lottery in which any ticket, share, or part of a ticket, pur-

- ports to have been issued, or the actual signing of any such

ticket or share, or of any pretended ticket or share, of any real
or pretended lottery ; nor that any ticket, share, or interest,

was signed or issued by the authority of any manager, or of

- any person assuming to have authority as manager, but in all

cases, proof of the sale, farnishing, bartering, or procuring of

“any ticket, share, or interest therein, or of any instrument

purporting to be a ticket, or part or share of any ticket, shall

be conclusive evidence that such ticket, share, or interest, was
signed and issued according to the purport thereof.
Sec. 10. Jdnd be it further enacted, That the several fines,

penalties, punishments, and forfeitures, imposed by this chap-

ter, may be inflicted, enforced, and collected, by any court of

Ne. 750 -2



4 competenf triminal jurisdiction in the Distriet of Columbia,

~ upon conviction of the offender or offenders before such court,

4 on mdxctm%nt "m;finformatio;h, and the pecuniary penalties and
7 forf’eltule‘s may be sued for, where no indictment or information
" 8 'haﬂs been ~iﬁ~6ught by bill, plaint, or action of debt, in the namé
9 of the U‘hifeﬂ States, but at the proper costs and charge of the
10 person informing, and as well for his benefit as that of the
11 Umted States, ‘and-in such action of debt, biﬂ,::m* plaint, the
| 12 'fplainﬁﬁ"'s;if«éﬁf;establislxing the facts, shall be entitled to a ver-
13 dict for one-half of the largest sum which the court-in its
14 discretion might impose as a fine for the offence in question,
15 undér‘thisgchapt’er, which sum shall, for the purposes of such
16 suit, actiﬁ{if; bill, or plaint, be considered a fixed pénalty, one-

47 half of which shall be for the use of the informer, and the

18 ~ othér half shall be paid over to the corporation of the town or

~city in which, or nearest to which, the offence shall have heen

20 com : ¢ use o ‘t;e”:p()()l“ééf such town or city; and
2t " it shall be the duty of eVery mayor, alderman, common coun-
§ 22 f‘cilman,‘ jJuSt“ice of the peace, marshal, and of every other
‘ 28 publu, oﬁ‘ice:of‘ thc “CSa‘i‘d’: ‘Di‘strict of Columbia, at any town
24 or clty in the said Dlstrlct, to gue mf‘oimatlon of : any breach

*of thls chaptex wluch may come to lns knowledue ; and on

, Indlctment m' mformatwn, or on Slllt at the rel'xtxon of such

,ﬁﬁitcer, the wholc penalty or fox-feltuxe’slnll be‘forkthé'uso of

\ of that t()Wﬂ or c:ty, vnthm, or m:ﬁresyt\ to w!nchk
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the offence shall have been committed. Ami it shall be the
duty of the District Attorney for the District of Columbia
to prosecute for ;111 breaches of this chapter, which may
come to his knowledge, or of which he may be credibly in-
formed ; and it shall be the duty of the presiding judge of
every court of competent criminal jurisdiction in the Dis-
trict of Columbia specially to charge every grand jufy to
inquire into all violations of this chapter; and it shall be
the duty of all grand' jurors to inquire into and present all

breaches thereof.



